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Jlvan (78-80) the main character is travelling by bus through the town. Surrounded by
younger people and a girl who is totally indifferent to him and his generation. There is a
sign asking to get up and let older people sit down. The girl does not get up. There is an
evident generational gap, the first reason why Ivan is alone or feels lonely in this world.

Ivan is about to move to an older peoples’ residence. He is slowly taking leave from his
home, putting his mother’s emotionally precious china (he later, when he gets more
emotionally independent upon meeting Melita and new friends offers it to Vinko, his
brother) and his books into boxes (all my life is in these boxes...). He eats up glasses of
pickled fruits prepared probably by his late wife, empties his apartment, leaving it to
his children who are going to refurbish it completely.

His former life will be gone, forever. He even pushes away a ladder leading to his
window. He is ready to go, with all his life in boxes. He is definitely preparing to leave
the (active) life. He is even buying a plot in a cemetery for himself.

But his life starts being different when he is institutionally taken care of. Amazingly
enough in the older people’s residence he starts learning, loving the process of it and
loving meeting Melita an active resident, organising leisure and learning activities
for her co-residents. With her he returns to normal life. He is surrounded, he goes
to concerts, he walks with her through silent streets at night... He opens up to new
adventures.

He is less emotionally dependent on his family who do not understand him and who
patronise him, except for Brina, his granddaughter who truly loves him and likes
learning from him how to play accordion. Ivan is a retired music teacher.

Meeting his family for a celebration and his brother’s birthday party old disputes
float up again and a fight starts not for Melita as one would think but to settle up old
emotional disputes which survive into old age. (competitiveness)

He is no more a prisoner of boredom and inactivity life he used to be when he was
“outside”.
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